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Why The Preacher Was Fired

When | came across this article, the title immediately caught my attention as I'm sure it caught
yours. Then | took the time to read it and—wow—what a powerful message it has. The author
Is unknown. | hope you take the time to read it and to get the point it so clearly makes! -Greg

~ Idon’tknow how long he had been at the church when the members noticed. Some think
the first time was the night he failed to show up for a committee meeting. The next day he
expr)llalned that a friend had invited him to a community activity and he “knew you could carry on
without me.”

When he missed the first Wednesday night service is a matter of dispute. Some say one
day and some another. All agree that there were several times. Not that he ever failed to provide
fora speaker. Itwas justthat, well, ﬂe(()jple kind of expect the preacher to be at the prayer meeting.
O_?ten is excuse was “alittle job | had to get done at home; wasn’t much but it was bugging the
wife.”

Then it was Sunday evening he missed. The members do remember that date. Just the
week before he had spoken on the necessity of Christian fellowship. “Not forsaking... but exhorting
another... as you see the day approaching,” he had quoted. “The fact is,” he explained to a
member, “l wasn’t on the program and since my brother had come in and the whole family was
home at once, | decided to take time out with them. And | was really tired, and probably wouldn’t
have gotten much out of the sermon anyway.” _ _ _

Probably all would have been forgiven it it hadn’t been for the morning he arrived ten minutes
late, after missing Bible class altogether. And that morning he was to be the speaker. He didn’t
even give an explanation - just marched up the aisle and went to the front as if nothing had
happened. And then, nearly every Sunday, you could almost count on him coming in with the
other latecomers. i ) )

The whole thing came to a head the morning he didn’t show up for the service atall. He had
decided to go for a drive since the leaves were turning and the fall colors were so beautiful. “I
thougfht I’d not be missed since | met so many members on the way.”

t was then that the elders decided t(_)dget a dependable minister. “He doesn’t even know
what church membership means,” one said. “He doesn’t realize the importance of the church,”
said another. The secretary summed it all up in the meeting that the elders held with the
congregation to tell them he would be dismissed. “Itis clear he cannot be a minister here if he
insists on acting just like the rest of the members...”
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Our Prayer List

ay - Doug’s parentsis home recovering from surgery.

3i- Will have test run.

- Friend of the Pelfrey’sisin Haita with the VA search teams.
- Ishaving kidney problems.

Alex Cautfan - The Poskevich nephew is very sick.

Sally Wallace - Will have back surgery soon.

Helen Carroll - Has fluid building around her left lung. _
Shae Harrilson - Co-workers daughter of Claudia Cline’s has low platelets. ]
} ; A
= \

Billy Barnette - Lurlene Richie’s brother in law has suffered a stroke.

Jesse Knapp - Jo Ruffer’s sister is still very sick and in the hospital.

Darren Smith - Isimproving but still needs someone to stay during the day. Ifyou
can help the family, call the office.

Courtney Hayes - Family friend of the Wilders is missing in Haiti.

Lexi Smith - I s having problems with her knee.

Deepest Sympathy
We wish to express our deepest sympathy to Jill Nash and her family at the loss of her
brother, Truman Howers, Jr.. A memorial service will be scheduled later.
Also to Gene Maynard and his family at the loss of his grandmother, Tamsy Maynard. Her
funeral will be Monday at the Church of Christ in Lecanto, H. Please keep this family in your
daily prayers.

Prayer Requests ‘
Ashley Russell requested prayers Sunday of the church for forgiveness and strength to be a
better Christian and example for her sisters.
Terri Rose requested prayers for her and her mother Wednesday night. Terri will be (v—
traveling to New England to be with her sick mother.

Members With Health Problems: Keith Killingsworth, RuPearl Sharpe, Donna Barnette, Lurlene
Richie, Mattie Williams, Annette Benefield, Juanita Gray, David & Jill Nash

Those with Cancer: Jeff Blanton, Kay Price, Jesse Knapp,Tommy Harber, Chester Couch, Jim
Young, Lynda Cohen, Doug Ellinghuysen, Brent Williams, Buddy Pugh & Roy Amon

Shut-ins: Dorothy McLaughlin, Ruth Manuel, Frances Elder and Louise Benefield

Those in the Military: Brandon Foster, NJ; Brad (Qatar) & Ansley Willis, SC; Matt & Terri Waldrop
(NC); Darren Jackson & Willie Hightower, Afghanistan and Travis Jackson, Iraq

Others: Grey Shaver, Bob Cawthon, Denise Bowman, Wayne Benton,Hanny Ary, Devin Simpson,
Gene Barnette, Camille Adams, Kristy Gray, Lisa Tully, Anthony Lyons, Margo Smith, Alvin Elders,

Xenona Fortson, Corell Fuller, Betty Pugh, Margaret Bedwell, Dick Weber, Steve & Rita Green,‘%
Joe Hand, Edna Burdette, Carol Shrum, Bridgett Sharpe, Krisy Barkely, Nancy Cavender; Robert -ﬁ
Surles, Steve Buckner, Wes Sorrell, Henry & Geneva Pyron, Bennet Cozart, Louise Robersan,

Claire Blackshaw, Patti Ororke, Tom & Doris Gardner, Billy & Mary Weaver, Amy Al
Alisa Fields

Qur Missionaries:

Graham & Elizabeth McDonald, Scotland;
Kenloy & Ivell Walker, Jamaica;

Scott & Rebecca Shanahan, Pohnpei;

Forrest & Burma Chapman, Georgia




Calendar

Today - Care Group 3&4 will have a Pot Luck Meal after the AM Services.

Today - Kevin Cline Graduation Celebration 4:30 - 6:00 in the Fellowship Hall. On Dec
11, 2009 Kevin graduated from Faulkner Univ with a BA in Biblical Studies. On Feb 1,
2010 he will begin his career as the Youth Minister at the Rainbow Church of Christ in
Gadsden, Alabama.

Today - Teen Devo following the PM Worship Service. Bring a friend and $5 for food.
Jan 30 - Ladies Day at Fayetteville Church of Christ. Melanie Boelsterli and April
Adams need help with the food. Christy McCullough needs help with decorating. See
Katie Neal with any questions.

Feb 5 - Game Night at 6pm

Feb 6 - Service Saturday 10am to noon to work on the Lads to Leader’s Scrapbook.
Feb 7.- Care Group 1

Feb 13 - Resource room Work Day 9am-noon.

Feb 14 - Teen Devo after PM Service

Feb 15 - Office closed for President’s Day

Feb 20 - SilverWings Valentine Dinner at 5pm. Bring covered dish.

Feb 21 - Area Wide Devo

Area Wide Events

Jan 30-31 - Tara Church of Christ Bible Lectureship, “The Church of Christ”, Speakers: Ben
Slocumb, Russ Vickers, Eric Welchel, Scott Harp, Patrick Gray & Richard Harp
Feb 6 - Barnesville Church of Christ Ladies Day, Speaker: Kathy Cherry, Building Your Ultimate
Dream House
Feb 17-20 - Great Smokey Mtn Marriage Retreat, Speakers: Phillip Hines & David Shannon
Feb 27 - Central Church of Christ Ladies’ Day Theme: Walking With God

Sign up sheets and information are on the bulletin board.

To my Fayetteville Family, _

Thank you so much for the wonderful food and beautiful flowers. Most of all
W thank you for your prayers and support during mom’s illness and passing.
) Love Joannie, Doug & tamily

Dear Youth Group, : ! : ts
Thank you so much for the fruit & cookie basket. Especially for your visit & such

beautiful singing. :
God bless you, Annette Benefield

Thank you so much for letting Savannah use the wheel-chair. It made her
recovery much easier and safer. The prayers and thoughtfulness of the congre-
gation have meant so much to our family.

In Christian Love, Jim & Sharon O'Brien

ey Dear Church Famil

g hank you so muc¥1’ for the beautiful flowers, cards, food and prayers, for me
and my family after the death of my brother. _
We love you, n Siebert & family







